
FINDING JESUS IN THIS LESSON
[Jesus is] “the eternal Shepherd who never leaves his flock untended.  Through the apostles you watch 
over us and protect us always.”  CCC 857

BEGIN WITH SCRIPTURE 
Jesus said, I am the Good Shepherd.  I call my sheep by name and lead them out.  They follow me 
because they recognize my voice.  “But they will not follow a stranger; they will run away from him, 
because they do not recognize the voice of strangers. ... So Jesus said again, ‘Amen, amen, I say to you, I 
am the gate for the sheep. ... Whoever enters through me will be saved, and will come in and go out and 
find pasture. ... I am the good shepherd, and I know mine and mine know me, just as the Father knows 
me and I know the Father; and I will lay down my life for the sheep.’ ”  John 10:5, 7, 9, 14

Dear Good Shepherd, we are Yours and You call to us.  Teach us to recognize Your voice and give us the 
courage to follow You in all things.  Be with us as we do this lesson and give us all greater understanding 
in how to listen to You.  Amen.

PREPARATION
This lesson includes a short, 4-part play on the story of Samuel hearing God’s call.  The play can easily 
be adapted for fewer readers, even to the point of just having one person read the story while a young 
child acts out the part of Samuel.  Read through it in advance and collect any props that may make the 
experience more fun for your young actors.
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The Call of Samuel

The story of God’s call to Samuel shows how Samuel began his prophetic leadership of Israel.  The fact 
that God spoke to him confirmed his position of being in favor with God and condemned the current 
administration of Eli.   

Begin this lesson by reading the following summary of the birth of Samuel.  Older saints may prefer to read 
1 Samuel, Chapters 1 and 2 for the background information.  

The Bible begins this story by telling of a woman named 
Hannah, who was very sad because she had no sons or 
daughters; so she cried and prayed to the Lord.  She made 
a promise to the Lord that if He would have pity on her 

and give her a son, she would give that son 
to the Lord all the days of his life.  The Lord 
heard her prayer; and Hannah did have a 
son, whom she named Samuel.  Hannah 
knew that God had heard her prayer.
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Hannah raised Samuel until he was about 3 years old, and then she 
kept her promise to the Lord.  She took Samuel to Eli, the priest, and 
explained her promise that her son would be given to the Lord for 
as long as he lived.  Samuel then stayed with and was taught by Eli, 
but his mother went to visit him and give him a new coat every year.  
Because Hannah kept her promise to God, he blessed her with three 
more sons and two daughters while Samuel grew up in the service of 
the Lord.  Under Eli’s care, Samuel grew and was in favor with both 
the Lord and the people who knew him. 

In the meantime, Eli’s sons were very wicked and sinful.  They had no 
respect for the Lord nor for the priests’ duties to the people.  But still, 
Eli did not discipline his sons.  This made the Lord very sad because 
He had chosen Eli and his family to be His priests and to care for His 
people, the tribes of Israel.  One day, a man of God came to Eli and said 
that the Lord was very disappointed.  He gave Eli the message that, as 
a punishment, two of his sons would die by the sword, and the Lord 
would appoint a new, faithful priest.

%Activity: God’s Call to Samuel
Included with this lesson are scripts for a short play entitled God’s Call to Samuel Play Scripts.  Act it out 
now.  You can be simple or elaborate, use costumes or props, act, or just read it dramatically.  Be creative!  
When you have finished with the play, continue with the lesson below.

Who Heard God’s Call?
Samuel became the leader because of his faithfulness to God and because he heard and 
obeyed God’s call.  Eli and his family were punished because of the wickedness of Eli’s sons 
and their sins against God.  Other people have also heard God’s call.  Can you name some?

Parents: For the following activity, have your older saints find and read the Scripture verses.  Then ask 
who, in each verse, heard God’s call.  For your younger saints, you can simplify this activity by just asking 
the questions.

Who heard God’s call?  Older saints read Exodus 3:4-6.
Younger saints: Who answered God’s call to help the Israelites get out of Egypt and to the 
promised land? (Moses)

Who heard God’s call?  Older saints read Joshua 1:1-3, 10.
Younger saints: Who answered God’s call to lead the Israelites across the Jordan River into 
the Promised Land after Moses died? (Joshua)
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Who heard God’s call?  Older saints read Jonah 3:1-5.
Younger saints: Who answered God’s call when the Lord rescued him from the belly of a 
whale? (Jonah)

Who heard God’s call?  Older saints read Luke 1:38.
Younger saints: Who answered God’s call to be the mother of His Son, Jesus? (Mary)

Who heard God’s call?  Older saints read Matthew 1:19-24.
Younger saints: Who answered God’s call when the Lord appeared to him in a dream and told 
him to take Mary as his wife? (Joseph)

Who heard God’s call?  Older saints read Acts 9:3-6, 18-20.
Younger saints: Who answered God’s call after the Lord blinded him with a bright flash of 
light because he was persecuting the Christians? (Saint Paul)

Who heard God’s call?  
Who answered God’s call to holiness and the call to be the leader of all Roman Catholics in 
the world today?  (Pope Francis)

Who heard God’s call?  
Who answered God’s call to holiness, to become a priest, and to be the pastor of our parish? 
(name your pastor)

Who heard God’s call?  
Who answered God’s call to respect life and to bring you into this world? (Mom and Dad)

Now, who wants to hear God’s call? 
All of us!

God has a special job for you if you will listen and obey.  What call is He giving to you?  
What does He want you to do?  How do you find out?  How do you know what God is 
calling you to do?  Pray to Him.  Ask Him.  Listen to what He is saying in your heart and in 
your mind.  Then obey Him.  

Pray  Ask  Listen  Obey
Tell the Lord: “Speak, Lord.  I’m listening.”



%Speak, Lord.  I’m Listening.
Hearing God’s Call to Us

Preparation: Cut out the Speak, Lord Cards (provided).

ACTIVITY (for younger saints)
Color the letters on your Speak, Lord Card, and decorate 
the space.  Put it in a place that will remind you to use this 
prayer whenever you talk to God! (E.g. in your Bible, on your 
prayer table, near your bed, etc.).  

ACTIVITY (for older saints) 
“The infant Samuel must have learned from his mother Hannah how ‘to 
stand before the Lord’ and from the priest Eli how to listen to his word: 
‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’ ” 26 CCC 2578

26  1 Sam 3:9-10; cf. 1:9-18.

God spoke to Samuel in an audible voice, but it is more likely He will 
speak to you in other ways.  God can speak through your well-formed 
conscience, through reading Sacred Scripture, and through the wise 
advice of your parents, priests and teachers, among other ways.  God 
will always tell you to follow the Commandments, He will always tell 
you to follow Jesus’ loving example, and He will always give you the 
grace to make the right decisions if you want to cooperate with His will.  
(See CCC  1777-1778.)

How do you know what God is calling you to do?  Pray to Him.  Ask 
Him.  Listen to what He is saying in your heart and in your mind. Then 
obey Him.  

Pray           Ask           Listen           Obey

Tell the Lord:  “Speak, Lord.  Your servant is listening.”

Take the next few minutes to sit very quietly in prayer in the presence 
of the Lord.  Ask Him what He is calling you to do.  Tell Him to speak, 
that you are listening.  Be very still, and listen to what He is saying in 
your heart and in your mind. 

If you have heard Him, write your answer on the back of the Speak, 
Lord Cards, in your prayer journal, or on a bookmark to tuck into your 
Bible.  If you wish, share it with your family.  Be sure to obey what God 
has called you to do. 
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