
FINDING JESUS IN THIS LESSON
“God, infinitely perfect and blessed in himself, in a plan of sheer goodness freely created man to make 
him share in his own blessed life.  For this reason, at every time and in every place, God draws close to 
man.  He calls man to seek him, to know him, to love him with all his strength.”  CCC 1

BEGIN WITH SCRIPTURE 
“As [Jesus] passed by the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting their nets into the 
sea; they were fishermen.  Jesus said to them, ‘Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.’  Then 
they abandoned their nets and followed him.”  Mark 1:16-18

Dear Lord Jesus, just as You called Your first apostles, You are calling is to follow You.  Help us to hear 
Your voice and give us the courage to go wherever You lead us.  Jesus, we trust in You!  Amen.

PREPARATION
One of the suggested activities for this lesson involves an internet search on the life of a couple of 
saints you choose to learn more about.  If you prefer to avoid using the internet with your Family 
Formation lessons, the activity can easily be adapted by using a lives of the saints reference book, or 
an adult could go to that site in advance and simply print the information needed.  (Their biographies 
are often short.)

Family Formation Home Lesson
Kindergarten-6th Grades

 Week of January 24, 2021
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

God’s Call to Us

We know that God has special jobs for those who listen and obey.  This week, we will learn 
about some of those specific ways we can serve Him.

God’s Call to Us, His People
SPEAK LORD, I’M LISTENING

From the moment of Baptism, the job of all Christians is 
to continually grow in holiness by following Jesus.  Right 
now, God wants you to grow in holiness by being a good 
family member.  Just as Jesus obeyed His earthly mother 
and father, your job is to obey your parents and do your 
share to help make your home a peaceful and happy 
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place.  It is likely that God is also calling you to be a good student and to do your best in 
school.  God will ask you to do many things during your life, and your education may be 
helpful and necessary in order for you to carry out this work. 

The role you play in the family of God will change.  Someday, 
you might be called to be a deacon or priest.  You may discern 
a call to remain a consecrated single and 
become a member of a religious order as 
a sister or brother, or you might be called 
to be married.  Some people know from a 
very young age what God wants them to do with their lives.  In 
many cases, He may not reveal His plan for you until you are a 
teen or an adult.
  

You can and should ask God what he wants you to do with your life.  Remember, He gave 
you life and He loves you.  God wants you to respond to His love by turning your life over 
to Him in return.  Knowing just how He wants you to do this can be difficult for a few 
reasons.  

FIRST, sometimes it is difficult to figure out what God is telling us in prayer.

SECOND, it can be difficult if we do not spend the time listening or trying to obey 
what we hear.

THIRD, God can be silent and not answer our prayer right away because He does 
not think it is time for us to know.  Rather, He just wants us to form the good 
habit of coming to Him and offering our lives to Him without needing to know an 
answer.  

Remember though, no matter the difficulties, God will answer your prayer.  He will let 
you know what He wants of your life.  And further, the answer will fill you with peace.  
You will be happy, very happy.  After all, He made you, He knows what 
will make you happy.  It may mean sacrifice, you may even be a little bit 
scared thinking “How can I do this?” but deep down you will be at peace 
and know this is what God wants.  

Refer to the booklet Is God Calling Me?, which is provided.

Discern (dih-SERN):  
To come to know or 
to recognize.  

Is God 
Calling 

Me?

Vocational Choices 
for Catholics

“Dear young people: 
Do not be afraid of 

Christ. He takes nothing 
away, and He gives you 
everything. When we 
give ourselves to Him, 

we receive a hundredfold 
in return.” 

-Pope Benedict XVI
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The Call to Vocations

Vocations are a calling from God.  God will call us to a vocation that allows us to love Him 
and His people the best.  There are four vocations: marriage, consecrated single life, holy 
orders, and consecrated religious life.  God calls many of us to serve Him in one of those 
ways.  

Four Vocations, But Lots of Jobs!

Within each of the vocations, there are a number of different jobs to be done.  For example, 
a priest is first and always a priest, bringing the sacraments and God’s love to people, but 
he uses the graces of his priestly vocation to do that in different ways.  Some priests are 
called to be missionaries and some work in schools.  Some are chaplains to groups of 
soldiers, and you probably know at least one priest who takes care of a parish.

Lay people also use special graces to do God’s will.  Married people are, first of all, called 
to bring their spouse and children closer to God but, in addition to that, all lay people 
may have a career or do volunteer work or spend time with neighbors.  They shop and go 
to restaurants, and participate in different kinds of relaxation and entertainment.  In all 
of these places, they meet other people and have countless opportunities to share their 
faith.  Lay people are called to bring God into all the world!  (See CCC 901.)
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Saint Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians that each of us has gifts.  These gifts are all different, 
but they are all good.  

Read either 1 Corinthians 12:4-26, or the following summary:

Your body is one, but it has many parts.  Does your foot say, “I am not a hand, 
so I do not belong to this body?”  Does your ear say, “I am not an eye, so I do 
not belong to the body?”  If your body were all eye, what would happen to the 
hearing?  If your body were all ear, what would happen to the smelling?  God 
put each part of the body just where He wanted it to be, and He gave each part 
of your body a special job to do.  There are many different parts to the body, 
but the body is one.  The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you.”  The 
head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you.”

You are the Body of Christ.  
Each one of you is a member.  
You must love one another.

Jesus taught that everyone is important to the kingdom.  He also invited people to 
share His mission, to share His ministry.  God has given each of us special gifts to 
serve as members of the assembly.  No matter what vocation God calls us to, we are, 
first and foremost, called to be holy and to live a life of prayer.  

Sometimes, it is not easy to live out your vocation.  When it is difficult, remember 
that God is giving you all you need to help you succeed!  Your part, as you learned last 
week, is to pray, ask, listen, and then obey!
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%My Vocation Friends Coloring Book
for younger saints

Materials Needed:
My Vocation Friends Coloring Book (provided)
crayons
pencil

Directions:
On each page of the booklet, draw a picture of a friend or family member that has followed God’s call in 
a particular vocation.  Remember that the saints are our friends and family too, so you can add them to 
your booklet also!  Then write a little about your vocation friend.  When you are finished, say a prayer 
that God will help you to listen to His call just like the people in this book.  Share this book with your 
friends and family and talk with them about their vocation.  

If you would like to research more on the saints, you could read about them in a book about saints, or 
check online.  NOTE: As always, Family Formation does not ever recommend children be allowed on 
the internet without adult supervision. 

%Vocations Saint Search 
for older saints

Materials Needed:
Vocation Saints Search sheet (provided)
pen or pencil

Directions:
Following the directions on worksheet, choose two saints (listed on the worksheet) to learn more about.

Second activity 
Write to one of our seminarians!
Refer to the handout called 
Praying for your Seminarian a 
Family Acitivy:

•  With the paper provided in 
your packet, please write a brief 
note to one of the three men 
listed who are from our parish 
and discerning the priesthood. 

• Scan and return letters to me or 
drop off at the church by 
2-15-2020 . We will present 
these letters to the men. 

• What a wonderful thing for 
them to know we are praying for 
them. 

First Activity 
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Vocations

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to have some of the different vocations in the 
Catholic Church?  What would it be like to be a consecrated single?  Or become a member of a 
religious order as a sister or brother?  For boys, what about a deacon or priest?  What if you are 
called to be married?  Who do you know in these vocations?

PARENTS: Talk with your child about each vocation and pray that God will show them to the vocation that is 
just right for them.

PARENTS AND KIDS:  Want to learn more?  Find out what religious orders and organizations are in your state.  
Spend some time visiting them or going on an individual or family retreat with them.  

%“TRY-ON A VOCATION”
Draw your face on the appropriate vocation drawings below and think about what it would be 
like to be called to that particular vocation.

Consecrated Single Married Brother Priest

Consecrated Single Married Nun Sister
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More About Priests
for older saints

One Real Priest

How many priests are there in the world?  The answer to 
that question may surprise you.  There is really only ONE 
priest.  Do you know who He is?  He’s Jesus!  The Bible tells 
us that Jesus is our great High Priest.  (See Hebrews 10:21.)  A 
priest is someone who offers a sacrifice to God.  Jesus offered 
Himself to God as the ultimate sacrifice.  It was that sacrifice 
that took away all of our sins and allows us to know and 
love God.  There is no other way for us to draw close to God 
except through Jesus.

But if Jesus is the true High Priest, how can we have all of 
these other priests in the Catholic Church?  The Catechism of 
the Catholic Church gives the answer: Catholic priests share 
in the one priesthood of Christ.  They are not priests separate 
from Jesus.  Rather, it is Jesus who is in them when they are 

acting as priests.  When the priest takes the bread at Mass and says, “This is My Body,” it 
may be the priest’s voice that we hear, but it is really Jesus who is saying the words.  And 
because whatever Jesus says is true, the bread really does become Jesus’ body!  When we 
go to Confession, the priest says, “I absolve you from your sins.”  It is the priest’s voice, 
but Jesus is the one who is speaking.  And because Jesus is speaking, our sins are forgiven!  
The priesthood is a wonderful gift!  (See CCC 1546-1547.)

How Someone Becomes a Priest

The first step in becoming a priest is to hear the call to priesthood.  Not every man is 
called to be a priest, and no one has a right to demand to become a priest.  But if Jesus is 
calling you to the priesthood, there is no better place to be!  If a young man is attracted to 
the priesthood, perhaps God is calling him to serve the Church in this way.

A man studying for the priesthood goes to a special school called a seminary.  There, he 
learns about Jesus by studying the Bible, Church doctrine, and Church history.  He learns 
how to lead God’s people, and how to say Mass and celebrate the other sacraments.  He 
deepens his friendship with Jesus and continues to discern whether or not he is called to 
become a priest.
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Once his study is over, he submits his desire to become a priest 
to the bishop.  This means that he lets his bishop make the 
final decision.  If the bishop agrees that the man is called to the 
priesthood, he ordains the man through the sacrament of Holy 
Orders.  The bishop lays his hands on the man who will be a 
priest and asks the Holy Spirit to come upon him, fill him, and 
give him the gifts he needs to be a priest.  And, like the other 
sacraments, it is Jesus who speaks the words that the bishop 
says … and … 

the Church is given the gift of a new priest! 




