
The Corporal Works of Mercy 
Family Formation Home Lesson 
Kindergarten-6th Grades 

FINDING JESUS IN THIS LESSON 

Week of November 22, 2020 
Christ the King 

“ ... Jesus announced the judgment of the Last Day in his preaching. 582 ... Our attitude about our neighbor 
will disclose acceptance or refusal of grace and divine love. 585 On the last day Jesus will say: ‘Truly I say 
to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me.’ 586” CCC 678 

582 Cf. Dan.7:10; Joel 3-4; Mal 3:19; Mt. 3:7-12. 
585 Cf. Mat. 5-22, 7:1-5. 
586 Mat. 25-40. 

 

BEGIN WITH SCRIPTURE 
[Jesus taught the crowd using a story about a king. The King said ...] “For I was hungry and you gave 
me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed 
me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him and say, 
‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? When did we see you 
a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? When did we see you ill or in prison, and visit 
you?’ And the king will say to them in reply, ‘Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least 
brothers of mine, you did for me.’ ” Matthew 25:35-40 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, we thank You for all the ways You call us to love each other and especially that these 
things we can do really and truly show our love for You! We ask that You help us start with all our little 
acts of love for each other, but then that we go out and see You truly present in everyone we meet. Be 
with us as we do this lesson together and help us to understand better. Amen. 

 

PREPARATION 
One of the activities for this lesson is Mercy Bingo. You will need to cut out some game pieces and 
gather some bingo markers in advance. This lesson will teach you about a few of the many works of 
mercy you could do, but be sure to move this knowledge into practice. This important step of your 
knowledge moving to action will make all the difference in the effectiveness of this lesson. If there is 
one thing you should think about before doing the lesson, this is it. 

Lesson 
After the Ascension, when Jesus returned to heaven, He 
still made a way to remain with us as our Teacher until 
the end of time. (See John 16:5-15.) Jesus remains with 
us in a spiritual way, rather than in a physical body. The 
Head of this body is Jesus Himself, and the Holy Spirit 
breathes life into the body. Do you know what the rest of 
the body is? It’s us! We are the Body of Christ! Another 
name for this spiritual body of Christ is the Church. (See 
CCC 752.) 
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During Mass, we receive the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist, the REAL Body and 
Blood of Jesus, the Whole Christ. (See CCC 1374.) Jesus Himself plainly told us 
this at the Last Supper when He took the 
bread, broke it, and said, “Take it; this is my 
body.” (See Mark 14:22–24 and John 6:25– 
69.) When we eat this meal during Mass, 
Jesus Himself is within us, nourishing us 
and giving us strength to work for Him. 
(See CCC 1275 and 1436.) 

 

When we love someone, we naturally want to do things with them and for them to 
make them happy. The same is true when we love Jesus. As we grow to love Him 
more and more, we want to do things for Him and with Him. He wants us to carry 
on His work on earth by caring for all of the people whom God has made and loves 
so much. (See CCC 25, 2831, 2833.) We discover our true self by becoming more like 
Him. 

 

Jesus told us what it will be like at the last judgment in Matthew 25:31–46: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will 
sit upon his glorious throne, and all the nations will be assembled before him. 
And he will separate them one from another, as a shepherd separates the 
sheep from the goats. He will place the sheep on his right and the goats on his 
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left. Then the king will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed 
by my Father. Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, 
ill and you cared for me, in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous 
will answer him and say, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, 
or thirsty and give you drink? When did we see you a stranger and welcome 
you, or naked and clothe you? When did we see you ill or in prison, and visit 
you?’ And the king will say to them in reply, ‘Amen, I say to you, whatever you 
did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.’ 
Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you accursed, into the 
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you 
gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, a stranger and you 
gave me no welcome, naked and you gave me no clothing, ill and in prison, 
and you did not care for me.’ Then they will answer and say, ‘Lord, when did 
we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or ill or in prison, and not 
minister to your needs?’ He will answer them, ‘Amen, I say to you, what you 
did not do for one of these least ones, you did not do for me.’ And these will 
go off to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” 

 

Jesus showed us by example and by His word how He wants us to serve Him. How 
are we doing in our family? Are we fulfilling Jesus’ commands of serving others? 
When He returns for us, will we be among the sheep on His right side? 

 

We can be very glad that Jesus did not leave us trying to guess how to please Him. 
Through the Church He left us some very good guidelines: the Corporal Works of 
Mercy! (See CCC 2447.) The word corporal comes from a Latin word that means 
body. Mercy is another word for kindness (not necessarily deserved), and works are 
something you do. You could define Corporal Works of Mercy as acts of kindness 
towards our neighbor’s body (as distinguished from the Spiritual Works of Mercy 
which benefit our neighbor’s spirit.) 

 
 
 

Do You Remember? 
Last week, we learned about the seven Spiritual Works of Mercy. 
Can you name them? Can you give an example of each? 
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THE CORPORAL WORKS OF MERCY: 
 

 FEED THE HUNGRY - Pray for God to provide for everyone’s needs. Share a meal 
with someone. Do not waste food. Give money to a mission. Eat a simple meal, 
and give the money saved to someone who needs food. Donate to a food shelf. 

 

 GIVE DRINK TO THE THIRSTY - Pray that God will provide healthy water for 
everyone. Support mission work. Bring a drink to someone who is working hard. 
Do not waste water or other beverages. Donate healthy juice to a food shelf. 

 

 SHELTER THE HOMELESS - Pray for the needs of the homeless. Make newcomers 
to your church, neighborhood, or school feel welcome. 

 

 CLOTHE THE NAKED - Pray for God to provide good clothing for everyone. Take 
care of the clothes you have. Give extra clothes away. Wear some hand-me- 
downs. Do not own more clothes than you need. 

 

 VISIT THE SICK - Pray for their comfort and healing. Send cards and letters to 
them. Care for a sick person patiently. Treat the handicapped with kindness and 
respect. Visit nursing home residents. 

 

 VISIT THE IMPRISONED - Pray for those in prison and for their families. Work to 
prevent crime. Donate Catholic books, tapes, and magazines to prison ministries. 

 

 BURY THE DEAD - Pray for those who have died and for their families. Attend 
a funeral. Show respect for gravesites. Care for the needs of a deceased person’s 
family. 
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%Mercy Bingo 

Play Mercy Bingo to help reinforce the ways your family can practice the Corporal Works of Mercy. 
This game is good for little ones because it requires no reading and it is good for older kids because 
the discussion can be as involved as you make it. 
• Prepare the game by cutting out the 24 Mercy Bingo Calling Cards. 
• Place these in a bowl or bag to be drawn randomly as you play the game. 
• As each card is drawn, hold it up, and read the act of mercy on the back as the students match 

the picture (on the front) on their bingo cards. 
• If you plan to play the game only once, have the players cross off each square as they find a 

match. If you would like to play more times, provide small candies (e.g. m&m’s), or another 
marker (e.g. small squares of paper, pennies) to cover the pictures as they are called. 
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God Has Created Each of Us 
Specially for Particular Jobs 

Just as each of our bodies is made up of many parts that do different things, so is the 
Body of Christ made of many parts. Remember, every baptized person is a member 
of the Body of Christ, and God has special jobs planned for each of us to do. (See 
CCC 1267.) Since long before you were ever born, even as He was creating the earth 
and everything in it, God has been planning for your time here on earth. He made 
you in a special way, with gifts and talents that would make you just right for the 
jobs He has prepared for you. 

 

With your family, make a list of the special way in which God has created you. Write 
things that you like to do, things that you are good at, character qualities (e.g. I am 
generous, kind, responsible, obedient, etc.), ways that you have grown and changed, 
or anything else that would show God’s work in you. Make it part of your daily 
prayer that God will show you what He has planned for you to do. 

 

! 
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Saint Teresa of Calcutta on Love 
For older saints 

 

Saint Teresa of Calucutta knew better than almost anyone in our day what it means to 
really see Jesus in every person. For over 45 years she cared for the poor, needy people 
in India and eventually all over the world. She founded the Missionaries of Charity, 
a religious order committed to serving “the poorest of the poor.” When faced with the 
overwhelming needs of thousands of people, she knew it would be impossible to do 
it all. Instead, of giving up in despair, she just started helping one person at a time, 
sometimes with the smallest of needs. These quotes from Saint Teresa of Calucutta can 
be inspiration for us all on the value of even the smallest acts of love for others. 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

There are no great things, 
only small things with great 

love. Happy are those. 

Jesus said love one another. 
He did not say love the 

whole world. 

God does not require us to 
succeed; he only requires 

that you try. 

It is not the magnitude of 
our actions but the amount 
of love that is put into them 

that matters. 

Good works are links that 
form a chain of love. 

Love begins at home, and 
it is not how much we do ... 
but how much love we put 

in that action. 

If you cannot feed a 
hundred people, then feed 

just one. 



 

“The Subcommittee on the 
Catechism, United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops, has 
found  this   text,  copyright   2019, 

to be in conformity with the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church.” 

Permission is granted to reproduce student 
activity materials as necessary for use by the 
subscriber’s family to complete this lesson. 
Reprinting the contents as a whole or  in  part 
for giveaway or resale is expressly prohibited. 

 

%ACTIVITY: PRACTICE MERCY 

Jesus is calling each of us to work for Him. When we willingly 
give our life to Him, we become like tools that are just right, 
made specially to do His work on earth. Consider the list that 
you have just made (refer to Page 6), and fill out the Contract 
of Service. 

 
PARENTS: Have each child find an appropriate way to serve the Lord 
and make a commitment to doing so by filling out the contract and 
posting it in your home for the next month. 
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