
Advent 2020

Prepare the
Way

S T  G A B R I E L  T H E  A R C H A N G E L

C A T H O L I C  C O M M U N I T Y

N O V E M B E R  2 9
D E C E M B E R  6

D E C E M B E R  1 3
D E C E M B E R  2 0

C h r i s t m a s
D E C E M B E R  2 5



Dear friends,

I love Advent. I love its themes of hope

and expectation. The first Sunday of

Advent starts with Jesus saying, “Be

watchful! Be alert!”  But what is it that

we are watching for? With all the

challenges we’ve had this past year, I

sense we are looking for the hope and

the coming anew of Emmanuel, God

with us. He is the birth of love and joy in

our lives and our world.
 

Our theme for Stewardship is: Love Thy

Neighbor. This reminds us to look and

respond to the needs of our neighbor.  To

assist you in the watchfulness of this

season, we have assembled this guide.  It

is full of Advent prayers, traditions, and

resources. I encourage everyone to

intentionally prepare for the Sunday

liturgies by prayerfully reflecting on the

readings and the questions prior to

attending Mass.  I also encourage, if you

are not already doing so, to find some

time everyday to just be still, quiet and

silent, listening to the voice of the Spirit

and all around you.

Here is an Advent prayer and I

encourage you to pray it individually, as

a family, or before any parish gathering

or study.  I hope this guide supports you

on your Advent journey.

God Bless you all,

Fr. Don

T A B L E

O F

C O N T E N T S

God of light, shine forth,

show us how to bring

hope to others. 

God of mercy, help us to

comfort your people and

share in their joy.

God of hope, make us an

Advent people, preparing

the way for life in all its

fullness. 

Amen.
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Free Book at Christmas! 
St. Gabriel will be offering free books from Dynamic

Catholic this year after each Christmas mass, while

supplies last. "Do Something Beautiful for God" is a book

of daily reflections from Mother Theresa. Start 2021 off on

the right foot – spending time daily with God! 

One book per family, please.  

Read the book on your

own

Form your own small

group, 

Be placed in a small

group. 

Tuesdays, 

7:00 - 8:00 pm

11/24 - 12/22

Parish Center

3 options for reflection:

Sign up for both opportunities at

www.stgabriel.org/advent

Description:  Together, we

will explore that the capacity

to receive God reflects in the

capacity to receive others.

And we will consider the

following principles that have

been taught by Sacred

Scripture, the saintly spiritual

writers, and even some of the

encyclicals. 

Join Seminarian Miguel

Sotelo to explore spiritual

theology reflection and how

our relationship with God

reflects in our charity to

others. 

The Uncompromising

Call to HolinessRejoice!
Advent Reflections

Rejoice! Advent
Meditations with the Holy
Family is a prayer resource
with daily meditations that
will enrich your Advent by
inviting you to experience
the first Advent with
Joseph and Mary, as they
await the birth of their son,
the Savior of the world.

Spanish class: THURSDAYS

Dec. 3, 10, 17 – 6:30-7:30pm

St. Elizabeth Room 

English class: FRIDAYS

Dec. 4, 11, 18 – 6:30 – 7:30pm

St. Joseph Room
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Jesus said to his disciples: “Be watchful! Be alert!
You do not know when the time will come. 

It is like a man traveling abroad.
He leaves home and places his servants in charge,

each with his own work, and orders the gatekeeper to be on the
watch.

Watch, therefore; you do not know when the Lord of the house is
coming, whether in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in

the morning. May he not come suddenly and find you sleeping.
What I say to you, I say to all: ‘Watch!’”

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7

Today’s lament from Isaiah and Psalm 80 can be seen as an

invitation to reflect on the nature of our prayer. Do you pray like

everything depends on God, or do you work like everything

depends on you?

LORD, MAKE US TURN TO YOU;
LET US SEE YOUR FACE AND WE SHALL BE SAVED.

PSALM 80

SECOND READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 1:3-9

Read carefully Paul’s words of gratitude for the community in

Corinth. Take time today to express to God your gratitude for

the ways in which you have been blessed. 

Jesus admonishes us to stay alert and “watch” because we do

not know when the Master is coming. How does that speak to

you of final judgment for all people, or of your own life and

mortality?

First Sunday of Advent 
November 29, 2020

GOSPEL: MARK 13:33-37

2



The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God.
As it is written in Isaiah the prophet:

Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you;
he will prepare your way.

A voice of one crying out in the desert:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,

make straight his paths.”
John the Baptist appeared in the desert proclaiming a baptism of

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. People of the whole Judean
countryside and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem were going out to

him and were being baptized by him in the Jordan River as they
acknowledged their sins.

John was clothed in camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist.
He fed on locusts and wild honey. And this is what he proclaimed:

“One mightier than I is coming after me. I am not worthy to stoop and
loosen the thongs of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; he

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

GOSPEL: MARK 1:1-8

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 40:1-5, 9-11
Have you known the “desert” and the “rugged land” in your life?

In what ways has God cleared the way for you and made your

paths straight?

LORD, LET US SEE YOUR KINDNESS, AND GRANT US
YOUR SALVATION.

PSALM 85

SECOND READING: 2 PETER 3:8-14

Second Sunday of Advent 
December 6, 2020

Have you ever played the role of messenger, being the advance

person for some new project or policy? What were the challenges

and drawbacks of that role? How can you be a “messenger” for Christ

in your daily life?

Do you ever think about the end of your life? What kinds of

feelings does that stir up? Have you known anyone who knew

his or her life was coming to an end? What was that experience

like for him or her? For you?
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December 13th
St. Lucy

Materials Needed:

December 6th – St. Nicholas

Perhaps the best-known story about Nicholas concerns his charity

toward a poor man who was unable to provide dowries for his three

daughters of marriageable age. Rather than see them forced into

prostitution, Nicholas secretly tossed a bag of gold through the poor

man’s window on three separate occasions, thus enabling the

daughters to be married. Over the centuries, this particular legend

evolved into the custom of gift-giving on the saint’s feast. In the

English-speaking countries, Saint Nicholas became, by a twist of the

tongue, Santa Claus—further expanding the example of generosity

portrayed by this holy bishop (from Franciscan Media).

To celebrate, children can leave their shoes outside their bedroom

doors where they will find them filled with chocolate coins and fruit

when morning comes!

Special Saint and Feast Days

December 8th – Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary

On this day, we celebrate the
conception of MARY in her mother,

St. Ann’s, womb! Mary was conceived
without sin, set apart to be the

Mother of Our Lord from her birth.

This is a Holy Day of Obligation in the
Church. Below are the Mass times at

St. Gabriel:
Dec. 7 - 7:00pm

Dec. 8 - 8:30am & 7:00pm

December 12th 
 Our Lady of Guadalupe

December 9th
 St. Juan Diego

In the 16th century, our Blessed Mother appeared to Juan Diego, a humble native
living in Mexico. The famous story recounts that Juan Diego gathered roses in his
tilma (cloak), they miraculously changed into an image that we now call “Our Lady
of Guadalupe”, Mary in the appearance of the native people. Celebrate today with a

feast of traditional Mexican foods!

We know little of Lucy’s life, but it is clear
that she was a young and brave defender
of the faith. Legend has it that her sight

was taken from her as a punishment, and
she is the patron saint of the blind. Her
name means “light” and some celebrate

her with crowns and candles.

December 14th
St. John of the Cross

This Carmelite friar is a Doctor of the
Church, has written many spiritual
works and lived in Spain in the 16th

century. His good friend was St. Teresa of
Avila with whom he helped reform the

Carmelite Order. Look up some of John’s
poetry today to get to know him better.
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It’s time to bring out and bless the

Advent wreath! The progressive

lighting of the candles symbolizes the

expectation and hope surrounding our

Lord’s first coming into the world and

the anticipation of his second coming to

judge the living and the dead.

Use this prayer to bless your family

wreath: 

When the blessing of the Advent Wreath is

celebrated in the home, it is appropriate that it be

blessed by a parent or another member of the family. 

All make the sign of the cross as the

leader says: 

Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

Response (R/.) Who made heaven and

earth.

Then the Scripture, Isaiah 9:1-2,5-6 or

Isaiah 63:16-17, 19 or Isaiah 64:2-7 is

read:

Reader: The Word of the Lord.

R/. Thanks be to God.

With hands joined, the leader says:

Lord our God,we praise you for your

Son, Jesus Christ: he is Emmanuel,

the hope of the peoples, he is the

wisdom that teaches and guides us,

he is the Savior of every nation. Lord

God, let your blessing come upon us

as we light the candles of this wreath.

May the wreath and its light be a sign

of Christ’s promise to bring us

salvation. May he come quickly and

not delay. We ask this through Christ

our Lord.

R/. Amen.

The blessing may conclude with a verse from“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”:

Blessing of the Advent Wreath

from catholiccurrent.org

1st Sunday of Advent : November 29, 2020
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Christ our Hope,

Shine in our lives with hope and promise.

Give us right vision so that we remain

attentive to this holy season. Remind us to

look for you in small acts of kindness and

love. We await your 

coming with

wonder.
Amen

ADV EN T

WREA TH

Christ our Light,

Illuminate our hearts with your grace.

Enlarge our vision so that we recognize our

kinship with all the people of the world.

Help us to give to others in ways that meet

their deepest needs.

We await your coming with

gratitude.
Amen.

F a i t hF a i t h
2 N D  W E E K  O F  A D V E N T

Light one candle and sit for a moment in silence.

H o p e
1 S T  W E E K  O F  A D V E N T

Light two candles and sit for  a moment in silence.

The wreath and candles are full of symbolism
tied to the Christmas season. The wreath itself,
which is made of various evergreens, signifies

continuous life. The circle of the wreath, which
has no beginning or end, symbolizes the eternity

of God, the immortality of the soul, and the
everlasting life we find in Christ. Each candle

has its own significance. As you light one 
more each week, say the prayer

provided with your 
family.
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Christ our Joy,

Brighten our homes with your

presence. Clarify our vision so

that we might see you in the

people we cherish. Make every

holiday activity an 

opportunity to 

spread your light 

and love.  We await 

your coming with 

delight.
Amen.

Christ our Peace,

Glow brightly in each moment. Enlighten our vision so

that we see beyond the trappings of the holidays.

Relieve us, if just for a moment,

of our worries and stress. We 

await your coming with 

serenity.
Amen.

3 R D  W E E K  O F  A D V E N T

Light three candles and sit for a
moment in silence.

4 T H  W E E K  O F  A D V E N T

Light four candles and sit for a moment in silence.
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    A Jesse Tree depicts

the relationship of Jesus

with Jesse and other

biblical figures. Start

with a branch in a large

pot and add a new

ornament each day to

represent individuals or

stories from the Bible. 

     Second Sunday of
Advent  In today’s

Gospel we hear John

the Baptist proclaiming

in the desert, “Prepare

the way of the Lord.”

Reflect on ways you

can do more to

evangelize this season.

     Memorial of St.
Ambrose
St. Ambrose is the

patron saint of

catechumens. Take

time to pray for

those seeking to join

the Church today.

     Immaculate
Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary 
On this great feast,

reflect on how God is

calling you to serve

him.

         Third Sunday
in Advent  Today is

Gaudete Sunday, the

day when we shift

our reflection from

“the Lord is coming”

to “the Lord is near.”

Rejoice!!

       Memorial of St.
John of the Cross,
There are 10 days left in

Advent. In honor of a

saint known for his deep

spirituality and

compassion, reflect

honestly on your own

spiritual journey so far.

        Fourth Sunday
in Advent 
 Light the fourth candle

on your Advent Wreath

and spend extra time

in prayer as a family

prior to your evening

meal.

         According to

custom, the Christmas

tree is set up just before

Christmas and may

remain in place until the

Solemnity of Epiphany,

the Baptism of the Lord,

or the Feast of the

Presentation. 

          First Sunday
of Advent 
Make a resolution

at the start of this

liturgical year that

will bring you

closer to Christ. 

        Have you blessed

your Christmas tree

yet? Use this prayer as

a family to do so

catholiccurrent.org/

prayers/blessing-of-a-

christmas-tree

        Today’s O

Antiphon is 

“O Radiant Sun”.

Spend some time

outdoors in the

sunshine, praising

God for his creation.

          St Andrew, apostle
Beginning today the

"Novena to St. Andrew" is

prayed every day until

Christmas. Find it here:

praymorenovenas.com/st-

andrew-christmas-

novena
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      In today’s Gospel

we hear the miracle

of the loaves and

fishes. Your time and

financial

contributions can be

vital to a food pantry

or soup kitchen in

your community.

    Memorial of   St.
Francis Xavier
In honor of St.

Francis Xavier, one

of the first Jesuits,

try the practice of

the Examen

         Las Posadas,

 a reenactment of Mary

and Joseph seeking

shelter before the birth

of Jesus, traditionally

begins today. Pray for

migrants currently

seeking shelter around

the world.

       Today, begin

adding the "O

Antiphons" to your

daily prayer until

Christmas Day.
usccb.org/prayer-and-

worship/prayers-and-

devotions/prayers/the-o-

antiphons-of-advent

          Depending on

when you attend Mass to

celebrate the Nativity of

the Lord, the Scripture

read will be different.

Spend time reading

these four excerpts:

bible.usccb.org/readings/

calendar

4 5

11 12

18 19

25

      Take time today

to bless the family

crèche. (Based on

your family’s

tradition, you may

choose to hide the

baby Jesus until

Christmas morning.)

     On the feast day of

St. Nicholas (Dec 6),

purchase a gift to be

donated to the poor.

St. Nicholas was

known for abundant

generosity to the

poor.

   Make this Friday

night a family

movie night, and

watch a

Christmas classic

together

        On her feast day,

pray to Our Lady of

Guadalupe, that she

may help us never

see others as

burdens, especially

migrants to our

country.

       In Advent,  we

learn of Elizabeth’s

miraculous

conception of her

son John. Say a

prayer for life with

your family today.

“BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL CONCEIVE
AND BEAR A  SON, AND THEY SHALL

NAME HIM EMMANUEL, WHICH MEANS
‘GOD IS WITH US.’” 

MATT 1:23

   On the Feast day

of St. Juan Diego,

celebrate by

making Mexican

food and praying a

rosary with your

family.

        We are almost

halfway through

Advent. Let’s do a self-

assessment today.

Have I been focused on

the season of Advent?

How am I preparing

my heart for Jesus? 

       How can you help

someone struggling

with grief or sadness

this Advent? Make a

phone call, write a

letter or have coffee

with someone who

needs your compassion

today.

         In today’s

Gospel, we learn of

the miraculous birth

of John the Baptist.

Say a prayer for life

with your family

today.
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A man named John was sent from God. He came for testimony, to testify to the

light, so that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to

testify to the light. And this is the testimony of John. When the Jews from

Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to him to ask him, “Who are you?”

He admitted and did not deny it, but admitted, “I am not the Christ.”

So they asked him, “What are you then? Are you Elijah?”

And he said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” He answered, “No.”

So they said to him, “Who are you, so we can give an answer to those who sent

us? What do you have to say for yourself?” He said:

“I am the voice of one crying out in the desert,

‘make straight the way of the Lord,’ as Isaiah the prophet said.”

Some Pharisees were also sent. They asked him, “Why then do you baptize if

you are not the Christ or Elijah or the Prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize

with water; but there is one among you whom you do not recognize, the one

who is coming after me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie.” This

happened in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

GOSPEL: JOHN 1:6-8, 19-28

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 61:1-2a, 10-11
Who do you know who exhibits great conviction about sports,

politics, religion, or another topic? In what ways is that

conviction similar to or different from the conviction of Isaiah

and Paul?

MY SOUL REJOICES IN MY GOD.
ISAIAH 61:10b  |  LUKE 1:46-54

SECOND READING: 1 THESSALONIANS 5:16-24
Does it make sense to “give thanks” in all circumstances? How

would you explain this unusual instruction to someone who

thinks it sounds like nonsense?

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 13, 2020

How could God use you to be a spokesperson? What would you

tell others about the ways of God?
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FIRST READING: 2 SAMUEL 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16

Has God ever given you a “red light” like he did to David in the

first reading? What were you trying to do? How did God show

you that you were moving in the wrong direction?

FOREVER I WILL SING THE GOODNESS OF THE LORD.
PSALM 89

SECOND READING: ROMANS 16:25-27

Paul speaks of revelations that have been shared in order to

bring about the “obedience of faith” (Romans 16:26). Try to

name some of the factors that brought you to faith in God, such

as books you have read, people who influenced you through

their words or example, or life circumstances that caused you

to rely on faith.

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 20, 2020
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The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town

of Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed

to a man named Joseph, of the house of David,

and the virgin’s name was Mary. 

And coming to her, he said, “Hail, full of grace!

The Lord is with you.” But she was greatly

troubled at what was said and pondered what

sort of greeting this might be. Then the angel

said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you

have found favor with God.

“Behold, you will conceive in your womb and

bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus. He

will be great and will be called Son of the Most

High, and the Lord God will give him the throne

of David his father, and he will rule over the

house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom

there will be no end.”

But Mary said to the angel, “How can this be,

since I have no relations with a man?” And the

angel said to her in reply, “The Holy Spirit will

come upon you, and the power of the Most High

will overshadow you. Therefore the child to be

born will be called holy, the Son of God. And

behold, Elizabeth, your relative, has also

conceived a son in her old age, and this is the

sixth month for her who was called barren; for

nothing will be impossible for God.” Mary said,

“Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it

be done to me according to your word.” Then

the angel departed from her.

GOSPEL: LUKE 1:26-38

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 20, 2020

In the face of the unknown, would you be able to say, “Let it be

done to me” as Mary does (Luke 1:38)? Is Mary’s assent remarkable,

or just what people in the Bible do? Have you faced a situation

where you had to trust God would make things come out right?
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TWO WAYS YOU CAN DONATE THIS YEAR:
 1. Physical Gift Card: Donation envelopes
can be picked off the Jesse Tree in the church Narthex
between Dec. 12-Jan 10. Return envelope with loaded gift
card by January 10th.

2. Electronic Gift Card: Visit www.stgabriel.org/neighbor and
donate in $25 increments. Funds are used to purchase gift
cards for the Neighbor to Neighbor program.

Emergency Gift Card
Assistance Program

St Gabriel the Archangel

Assisting those who come to the church’s doorstep, seeking
help with an emergency need of groceries, fuel, or
medications.

Neighbor to
Neighbor

We can best assist others needs with gift cards from either
Walmart or Kroger in $25 increments.

Did you know? 

Over 87 people were assisted at our doors between 
November 1, 2019 – November 1, 2020.
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Christmas

December 24
1:00 PM
4:00 PM
Mass in church and live-
streamed to the Community
Center, Gym and Kelly Center

7:00 PM
12:00 AM
Midnight Mass

December 31
5:00 PM
Vigil

Holy Day Schedule
Immaculate Conception

December 7
5:00 PM
Vigil 

December 8
8:30 AM
7:00 PM

December 25
10:00 AM

Mary, Mother of God

January 1
10:00 AM
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