
ELDER ABUSE QUESTIONAIRE ANSWERS 

 
1. In the U.S. alone, more than half a million reports of abuse against 

elderly Americans reach authorities every year, and millions more 
cases go unreported.   True 

 
2. Emotional abuse is one of the common types of elderly abuse.   True 

 
3. Elder abuse is no longer a problem in institutional settings, especially 

long-term care facilities.  False 
Elder abuse tends to take place where the senior lives: most often in the home where abusers are 

often adult children, other family members such as grandchildren, or spouses/partners of elders. 

Elder abuse can also occur in institutional settings, especially long-term care facilities. 

 

4. Sexual abuse is not a problem with the elderly.  False 
 
Sexual elder abuse is contact with an elderly person without the elder’s consent. Such contact can 

involve physical sex acts, but activities such as showing an elderly person pornographic material, 

forcing the person to watch sex acts, or forcing the elder to undress are also considered sexual elder 

abuse. 

 
5. Frequent arguments or tension between the caregiver and the elderly 

person and changes in personality or behavior are general signs of 

abuse in the elderly.  True 
 

 
6. Many of the signs and symptoms of elder abuse do overlap with 

symptoms of mental deterioration, so you should dismiss them on the 
caregiver’s say-so.  False 

 
At first, you might not recognize or take seriously signs of elder abuse. They may appear to be 

symptoms of dementia or signs of the elderly person’s frailty — or caregivers may explain them to 

you that way. In fact, many of the signs and symptoms of elder abuse do overlap with symptoms of 

mental deterioration, but that doesn’t mean you should dismiss them on the caregiver’s say-so. 
 

7. You can help prevent elderly abuse by doing three things.  True 

 

Listening to seniors and their caregivers 

Intervening when you suspect elder abuse 

Educating others about how to recognize and report elder 

abuse 

 


